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Bird trade in Southeast Asia

1. Live animal

• Pet

• Singing competition

• Merit release

2. Meat

• Food

3. Trophy

• Head

• Feathers
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3. Trophy



Image: General Administration of Customs of the People’s Republic of China

Source: muscatdaily.com
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2.  Food
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1. Pet 
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Motorbike vendors in Viet Nam



Singing competitions



Picking the best singer
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Merit release
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TRAFFIC’s bird surveys



INDONESIA

Cultural desirability of bird-keeping

“A man is considered to be a real man…” 

(Byard-Jones, 2005) 



Jakarta 2014

• 19,036 birds

•

• 206 species

•

• 3 markets 

• 3 days



Surabaya, 

Yogyakarta & 

Malang, 2015: 

• 22,911 birds

• 241 species

• 5 markets

• 3 days 



West Java (Bandung), 2016: 

• 3,178 birds 

• 154 species 

• 71 stalls 

Sumatra (Medan, Pekanbaru, 

Palembang, Jambi), 2017

• 7,269 birds 

• 130 species

• 4 days



THAILAND

Bangkok, 2016

• 1,271 birds 

• 117 species 

• 45 outlets

• 2 days 



SINGAPORE, 2015

• 14,085 birds

• 109 species

• 28 shops

• 4 days



VIET NAM, 2016
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➢ 76,000 birds

TRAFFIC’s bird surveys



Beyond the stats –

identifies trends & issues

 Dominant species (native/non-native)

 Species of concern

 Trapping vs trade locations: Indonesia 

 Prices over time 

 Market appeal 

 Shifting trends in marketplace



• Indonesia – 90% of birds are 
native – most protected

• Viet Nam – 85% of birds are 
native – not protected

• Singapore: 80% of birds are not 

native (Indian Subcontinent, 

Central America, elsewhere in 

SEA)

Species dominating markets (native/non-native)
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Indonesian endemic sub-species observed in Jakarta markets, 2014



Beyond the stats –

trend & issue insights

Source vs demand : Indonesia 

• Java – trade (45 000 birds) 

• Sumatra – source (7000 birds)



Beyond the stats –

identifies trends & issues

 Trends on species of concern 

Kicau mania : Greater Green Leafbird in 
Indonesia -

 Fashionable, increased trapping 

 2014 – 2016: 3000 birds in Indonesian markets

 2014 – 2016: 13 seizure involving 2244 birds 
(Kalimantan & Sumatra to Java)

 ~ 5000 individuals a month are imported into 
Kalimantan from Sarawak.

• Price

 1987: USD 2

 2014-2016: USD44 – USD 99



(Chng et al.)

Prices 

Jakarta, 2014 



Red-billed Starling, Viet NamWhite-crested Laughingthrush, Indonesia Sunda Scops Owl, Indonesia 

 Bleaching / colouring

Market appeal



Physical to online market 

Knobbed Hornbill: 

3 juveniles advertised USD 3,479 each 

4 adults advertised for USD 2,174 each

(June-July 2016)



1. Genetic and Field Research

2. Captive breeding and Husbandry

3. Community, communication, 

engagement 

4. Trade, legislation, enforcement

Asian Songbird Trade Specialist Group



28 species 

Tier 1

12 species: immediate 

action 

Tier 2 
16 species: further research, 
taxon-specific action 

planning



Awareness campaign

Collaboration with Zoos



Collaboration with Zoos

• Trade research

• Law enforcement and policy support

• Awareness and communication 



Report 

illegal/ 

suspicious 

wildlife trade 

activities



Report illegal/suspicious wildlife activities



traffic.org

www.facebook.com/Trafficsea

kanitha.krishnasamy@traffic.org
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