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BirdLife Magazine Asian Geographic



Five species when TASA formed in 2011



IUCN Red List for Indonesian songbirds 2017

Javan Green Magpie Cissa thalassina CR
Straw-headed Bulbul Pycnonotus zeylanicus EN
Ruby-throated Bulbul Pycnonotus dispar VU
Aceh Bulbul Pycnonotus snouckaerti VU
Javan White-eye Zosterops flavus VU
Rufous-fronted Laughingthrush Garrulax rufifrons CR
Sumatran Laughingthrush Garrulax bicolor EN
Sumatran Mesia Leiothrix laurinae EN
Bali Myna Leucopsar rothschildi CR
Black-winged Myna Acridotheres melanopterus CR
Grey-backed Myna Acridotheres tricolor CR
Grey-rumped Myna Acridotheres tertius CR
Javan Myna Acridotheres javanicus VU
Asian Pied Starling Gracupica jalla CR
Tenggara Hill Myna Gracula venerata EN
Nias Hill Myna Gracula robusta CR
Sumatran Leafbird Chloropsis media VU
Greater Green Leafbird Chloropsis sonnerati VU
Java Sparrow Lonchura oryzivora VU



White-rumped Shama LC, but with CR island subspecies 
tricolor

hypolizus
opisthochrus
melanurus

omissus
barbouri



The Asian songbird crisis: 
just how bad is it?

Very bad—and it’s happening 
NOW









What is happening here?



Why is this bird the “odd one out”?



What are these?



2013, Zoo Köln

2015, Zoo Praha





There are more people working to save the Sumatran Rhino 
than there are individual Sumatran Rhinos… 

but TASA has fewer people than there are threatened species of songbird!

THIS IS A REAL EMERGENCY

EAZA projects will play a decisive role! 



Campaign species

Bali Myna

new recovery plan for ex situ management

in situ management and anti-poaching work 

Nias Hill Myna

Javan Green Magpie

Sumatran Laughingthrush

Straw-headed Bulbul

White-rumped Shama

surveys, searches and captive breeding

=

birds from Sundaland, Sumatra, Sumatra’s islands, Java and Bali 



Campaign projects

Bali Myna

Evaluating methods, sites and needs for reintroduction 

Nias Hill Myna

Save Magiao: Nias Hill Myna conservation breeding centre

Javan Green Magpie

Hunting out the birds—surveys for West Java’s rarest songsters

Sumatran Laughingthrush

Sumatran songbird sanctuary

Straw-headed Bulbul

Prigen Conservation Ark: songbird breeding facilities

White-rumped Shama

Treasure Island: saving hidden avian treasures



Devise robust pre-release, 
release, and post-release 
protocols

Introduce a robust system 
of monitoring and 
studying released birds

Support Indonesian 
students/ecologists to 
conduct studies of the 
species

Bali Myna



Assemble all available 
captive individuals in secure 
modern facility for captive 
breeding on the island

Survey and protect any wild 
populations surviving on 
various islands 

Conduct major public pride 
and awareness campaign on 
Nias

Nias Hill Myna



Javan Green Magpie

Systematic survey of 
Gunungs Gede & Patuha

Record key environmental 
parameters, as baseline

Work with Indonesian 
partners and scientists

Provide strong evidence-
based recommendations 
for long-term management



Sumatran Laughingthrush

Construct ex situ facilities 
for Sumatran species at 
‘Orang-utan Haven’, Medan

Provide specialist training in 
husbandry

Develop public awareness

Integrate programme with 
those on Nias, at Prigen and 
at Cikananga



Straw-headed Bulbul

Establish viable populations 
of several target species at 
the new Prigen Conservation 
Ark

Create optimal conditions for 
captive breeding with best-
practice husbandry

Develop public awareness

Supply local demands



White-rumped Shama



White-rumped Shama

Provide training and 
resources for patrols on an 
important island (identity 
secret) where populations 
persist

Monitor/study populations

Generate local support

Lobby for increased support 
from government



What you can do

 Raise money for the six projects
 Raise money for the general campaign pot
 Find space in your collection to breed the target species
 Collect binoculars to send to Indonesia
 Promote the Wildlife Witness smartphone app
 Educate!—display boards, tweets, blogs, leaflets



SOS! Mayday! 
Achtung! Alarm!

Emergency! 
Au secours!

Pan Pan!

to the rescue!


