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Jessica Lee

IUCN SSC Asian Songbird Trade Specialist Group



Geography

Asia is home to ~3,800 songbird species, of which 
~1,500 are found in Southeast Asia – a region of high 
levels of biodiversity and endemism       

Southeast Asia – source, consumer and entrepot – 
increasingly high levels of demand and volume, 
involving 100s of species and 100,000s of individuals

The illegal and unsustainable capture for the songbird 
trade is recognised to be one of, if not, the largest 
threats to many Asian species

Songbird population decline is further threatened and 
exacerbated by habitat loss and degradation – leading 
to silent forests and loss of ecosystem services



Species Overview

Approximately half of bird seizures in SEA 
>1000 songbird seizures 

~80% of confiscated birds in SEA 
>500,000 seized songbird

Demand –
Beyond Asia’s 

shores

USA, Europe



History and Drivers 
Evolution

Suzanne DeChillo/The New York Times
NParks
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Trade Dynamics

• Very variable – living animals and non-living 
parts and derivatives (opportunistic & targeted)

• Legal and illegal trade exists – domestic and 
international

• Species protection varies, enforcement and 
penalties/regulations can be improved

• Corruption and misinformation exist

• Poor welfare coupled with high mortality and 
disease transmission

• Trends in birds/prices and shifts from physical 
to online space (increasingly organised)

• Lucrative – low risk/high profit

  



Other Impacts

Introduction of non-native songbird species (and disease)

Captive colour preferences and hybridisation:
- Wild (Chinese and Taiwan hwamei)
- Under human care (white-rumped shamas)
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Conservation

2016 - Development of a regional 
strategy for the conservation of 
songbirds listing key actions that 
need to be undertaken, and a list of 
priority species for conservation

2017 – establishment of the IUCN 
SSC Asian Songbird Trade 
Specialist Group (ASTSG), tasked 
with implementing the strategy and 
guiding conservation efforts
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Solutions Underway

Community-led conservation of 
songbirds via sustainable and bird-

friendly livelihood programmes

• Build community capacity in sustainable landscape 
management by encourage local regulation

• Develop community-based monitoring and guarding 
involving local community especially ex-poacher

• Strengthen community (alternative) 
livelihood primarily ex-poacher through improving 
local coffee product and avitourism

Conservation breeding of highly threatened endemic taxa

Highly threatened 
endemics  songbird 

conservation breeding.

Community ranger, anti-
poaching, data collection 

and monitoring.

Environmental education 
and community 

engagement.

Reintroduction and in-
situ conservation data 

collection.
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Thank you

CONTACT: asiansongbirdtradesg@gmail.com
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