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European songbird frade - history

Long history of bird-keeping

- Finch trade
o Canary x Red Siskin hybridization since early 20th century?
o Goldfinches (painting from 1654 (Fabritius))

- FEDIAF (2025) >48 million birds kept in EU3

- Historically, EU main global importer of birds.
o Data biased towards CITES listed species.
o Songbirds rarely available at species level in TRACES
database?

- Post EU Wild Bird Import Ban 2005: a shift towards
a fransit and export region with lower diversity

- Highest diversity of songbird species for any
region kept and fraded>




EU Bird Directive
o Council Directive 79/409/EEC (Directive
2009/147/EC)
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All birds

m Australasia

EU Wildlife Trade Regulations m Afrotropical
o Council Regulation (EC) No. 338/97 :mzz:f;gcal
o Commission Regulation (EC) No. 865/2006 | Indo-Malay

m Eastern Palearctic
m Western Palearctic

EU Wild Bird Import Ban
o Commission Decision 2005/75%9/EC
o Commission Decision 2007/25/EC
= Avian influenza
= Ban on all commercial imports of wild
birds
= Global bird trade declines (2)
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Delisting of 114 songbirds from Appendix Il by

Ghana in 2007¢ Reino et al. 2017 2006 EU impo” ban +
global HPAI concerns




European songbird frade — legal and illegal frade

- Monitor Songbird Lab, collaborative research effort
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- Songbirds are brought into the Europe from: =
o The Americas (including North America & Sporophila m“,nltor
Spp.) CONSERVATION RESEARCH SOCIETY

o Asia
o Africa
o Species diversity since 2006 exceeds 1000 species

-

- Legal andillegal (imports into EU primairily illegal in terms of
volume of wild songbirds)

- lllegal
o Nationally protected spp. traded freely within the EU
(hon-CITES)
= Laughingthrushes (Indonesia, Vietham)
o Smuggling of CITES and non-CITES species in
contravention of EU Wild Bird Import Ban, CITES
= Slovakia
= Morocco

= Ghana delisting

Ref.:7,8,9,10,11,12,13, 14,20




Slovakia — Successful enforcement

Seizure details
o Initiated June 2024 — ongoing investigation
o Hundred of birds (more than half songbirds) in tfransit to other EU countries and UK
o CITES and non-CITES specie (300+ CITES listed specimens valued of at least 300.000 Euro)
o More than a thousand birds confiscated, several hundred found dead
o Severe hygiene and welfare issues on site

This case confirmed the Monitor Songbird Lab predicted trade route (Eastern land route into EU via
Turkey, Syria, Ukraine and Balkan: Primairily species from Asia (Vietham, Myanmar, Indonesia), South
America (Guianan shield) as well as West Africa (Guineaq, Sierra Leone, Cote d'lvoire, Ghana, Togo,
Benin, Nigeria) were detected.

Image © SA CITES Slovakia




Morocco — Goldfinches and more
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Species deleted from Appen lll by Ghana in 2007

Deletion of 114 bird species by
Ghana in 2007

Passeriformes 71 spp deleted /
85 remained in CITES

 Columbiformes 17 /7 SRl , — e
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Simon Bruslun

Global trade in bird species monitored by the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora (CITES) declined significantly in the mid-2000s, a trend previously attributed to the 2005 EU
import ban on wild birds. However, prior analyses did not account for Ghana's 2007 removal of 114 bird species
from CITES Appendix IIl, one of the largest deletion events to date. Here, we analyzed trade data of CITES-listed

Ghana's deletion playing a major role in reported trade trends. We highlight the importance of considering

s, ‘species and non-CITES-listed species (including U.S. imports and global songbird trade data) to assess the effects

- Ooererdiaiia of this deletion on reported trade patterns, examining changes in trade volumes as well as taxonomic and spatial

shifts. Before their removal, deleted species comprised 70.7 % of global bird trade reported in the CITES Trade

g Database. After 2007, no deleted species were recorded in CITES data, while US imports of these species

T O 7 f T | 3 increased songbird species into Asia and the EU continued after 2006.

re pres e I I e d V4 6 o c ro S I I I : - - changes in CITES listing, including deletions in wildlife trade research and underscore Appendix IIl as a tool for
o . 2 ' restricting and monitoring trade in species where unsustainable trade is a concem.

'I' | . - .

e S e S p e C I e S o 5 ) 1. Introduction known as Parties (CITES, 2025). CITES protection is provided by listing

Our findings suggest that the EU ban contributed less to reducing global bird trade than previously reported, with
species in three Appendices 1, II, or 11l to ensure their sustainable use
° I I

Ref.: 6

Birds are one of the most traded taxonomic groups globally, with
over 4000 species and several million individuals traded annually to
supply the domestic and international markets primarily for food or as
pets (BirdLife International, 2016, 2021; Ribeiro et al., 2019). While
millions of birds listed by the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES) were traded
annually until the mid-2000s, the reported wild bird trade under the
CITES dropped drastically in 2006 both in terms of volume and species
diversity (Harfoot et al., 2018; Ribeiro et al., 2019).

CITES is the major global legally binding mechanism regulating in-
ternational wildlife trade including 184 signatory countries and the EU,

(CITES, 2021). Appendix 11l includes nationally protected species for
which international cooperation in trade regulation is sought, while
Appendices 1 and 11 focus on strictly controlled and potentially threat-
ened species, respectively. Unlike species in Appendices 1 and 11, which
require a two-thirds majority vote by the Parties for listing, Appendix 111
species may be added or deleted unilaterally by individual Parties at any
time (CITES, 2016, 2021; Wijnstekers, 2011). Appendix 11T regulations
are less stringent than those of the other two Appendices as they require
only an export permit from the listing Party, confirming the legal nature
of the imen (Legal Acquisition Finding) b inati

8!
of the trade’s sustainability (Non-Detrimental Finding) as required

"+ Corresponding author at: University of Southern Denmark, Campusve) 55, 5230 Odense M, Denmark.
E-mail address: jacajuergens@gmail.com (J. Jiirgens).

https://dol. 1016/ biocon.2025.111365
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Deleted species in the global wild bird trade
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Where did all those birds go?

LEMIS US imports
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Which species are fraded?

&ITI; 243,017 (pre-2007)

U.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

Crithagra mozambica

&m; 396,364 (pre-2007)

82,914 (post-2007)

Estrilda troglodytes

&ITI; 189,421 (pre-2007)

U.
FISH & WILDLIFE
SERVICE

No records

Ref.: 6 Uraeginthus bengalus
10



What does this mean?

App. lll was
effective for

Delisting
amplified the
perceived drop in
global bird trade

trade regulation
aglelalifelqigle
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SONGBIRDS IN TRADE DATABASE
www.SITDB.ORG'®

Current need for

complimentary
databases

11



Efforts and solutions underways

Collaborative efforts (Friends of Songbirds — we
invite Party representation)

Project “Leafeater”¢
Seedeater = Sporophila trade publication in prep.
Leafbird = Chloropsis trade publication in prep.

Understanding the drivers and dynamics of the
trade in our most recent publication on bird
aesthetics!”

Working in the supply regions engaging local
communities (SafeNest)

Ex-Situ conservation breeding in range of the rarest
species in order to buy time.

Strengthened priority and enforcement of
singbirds e.g. CITES listings — We offer our support
to Parties in developing relevant proposals for
more species of songbirds which need this.
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https://www.iucncongress2020.org/motion/120

Thank youl!

Contributors:

Simon Bruslund, sb@zoo.dk (presenter)
Boyd Leupen, leupen.boyd@gmail.com
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