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Introduction – Silent Forest a EAZA Conservation Campaign 2017-20191
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European songbird trade - history

- Long history of bird-keeping

- Finch trade 
o Canary x Red Siskin hybridization since early 20th century2

o Goldfinches (painting from 1654 (Fabritius))

- FEDIAF (2025) >48 million birds kept in EU3

- Historically, EU main global importer of birds. 
o Data biased towards CITES listed species.
o Songbirds rarely available at species level in TRACES 

database3

- Post EU Wild Bird Import Ban 2005: a shift towards 

a transit and export region with lower diversity

- Highest diversity of songbird species for any 

region kept and traded5

370 years later



European songbird trade - legislation

- EU Bird Directive 

o Council Directive 79/409/EEC (Directive 

2009/147/EC)

- EU Wildlife Trade Regulations

o Council Regulation (EC) No. 338/97

o Commission Regulation (EC) No. 865/2006

- EU Wild Bird Import Ban 

o Commission Decision 2005/759/EC

o Commission Decision 2007/25/EC

▪ Avian influenza

▪ Ban on all commercial imports of wild 

birds

▪ Global bird trade declines (?)

- Delisting of 114 songbirds from Appendix III by 

Ghana in 20076
Reino et al. 2017 2006 EU import ban + 

global HPAI concerns
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European songbird trade – legal and illegal trade 

- Monitor Songbird Lab, collaborative research effort 

- Songbirds are brought into the Europe from:

o The Americas (including North America & Sporophila 

spp.)

o Asia

o Africa

o Species diversity since 2006 exceeds 1000 species

- Legal and illegal (imports into EU primarily illegal in terms of 

volume of wild songbirds)

- Illegal

o Nationally protected spp. traded freely within the EU 

(non-CITES)

▪ Laughingthrushes (Indonesia, Vietnam)

o Smuggling of CITES and non-CITES species in 

contravention of EU Wild Bird Import Ban, CITES

▪ Slovakia

▪ Morocco

▪ Ghana delisting
Ref.: 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 20
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Slovakia – Successful enforcement

• Seizure details

o Initiated June 2024 – ongoing investigation 

o Hundred of birds (more than half songbirds) in transit to other EU countries and UK 

o CITES and non-CITES specie (300+ CITES listed specimens valued of at least 300.000 Euro)

o More than a thousand birds confiscated, several hundred found dead

o Severe hygiene and welfare issues on site

• This case confirmed the Monitor Songbird Lab predicted trade route (Eastern land route into EU via 

Turkey, Syria, Ukraine and Balkan: Primarily species from Asia (Vietnam, Myanmar, Indonesia), South 

America (Guianan shield) as well as West Africa (Guinea, Sierra Leone, Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Togo, 

Benin, Nigeria) were detected.

Image © SA CITES Slovakia



6

Morocco – Goldfinches and more

Images © ANEF / Imad Cherkaoui / S. Bruslund
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Species deleted from Appendix III by Ghana in 2007

Deletion of 114 bird species by 

Ghana in 2007

Passeriformes 71 spp deleted / 
85 remained in CITES 
• Columbiformes 17 / 7
• Anseriformes 12 / 18
• Pelecaniformes 7 / 7
• Musophagiformes 3 /14
• Ciconiiformes 2 / 4
• Galliformes 1 / 49
• Psittaciformes 1 / 353

Trade from Ghana only 

represented 0,6% of trade in 
these species

Ref.: 6
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Deleted species in the global wild bird trade

Non-deleted

Deleted 2007

Non-deleted Deleted 2007
Ref.: 6
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Where did all those birds go? 

39.843 individuals

Non-deleted Deleted 2007Ref.: 6
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Which species are traded?

Crithagra mozambica

Uraeginthus bengalus

Estrilda troglodytes

396,364 (pre-2007)

243,017 (pre-2007)

189,421 (pre-2007)

82,914 (post-2007)

68,358 (post-2007)

No records

Ref.: 6
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What does this mean?

Current need for 

complimentary 

databases

Delisting 

amplified the 

perceived drop in 

global bird trade

App. III was 

effective for 

trade regulation 

& monitoring

www.SITDB.ORG15
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Efforts and solutions underways

- Collaborative efforts (Friends of Songbirds – we 

invite Party representation)

- Project “Leafeater”16

- Seedeater = Sporophila trade publication in prep.

- Leafbird = Chloropsis trade publication in prep.

- Understanding the drivers and dynamics of the 

trade in our most recent publication on bird 

aesthetics17

- Working in the supply regions engaging local 

communities (SafeNest)

- Ex-Situ conservation breeding in range of the rarest 

species in order to buy time.

- Strengthened priority and enforcement of 

singbirds e.g. CITES listings – We offer our support 

to Parties in developing relevant proposals for 

more species of songbirds which need this.
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Advocacy work

Ref.: 5 Ref.: 4, 18, 19

https://www.iucncongress2020.org/motion/120


Thank you!

Contributors: 

Simon Bruslund, sb@zoo.dk (presenter)

Boyd Leupen, leupen.boyd@gmail.com

Jacqueline Jürgens, jacqjuergens@gmail.com
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